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Resilience is not a single skill. It is about being able to overcome the unexpected. It is part 

Sustainability, which is about Survival. The real goal of Resilience is to Thrive, in any and 

all situations. 

 

As authors, we face challenges even before we begin to write. Before every story is another 

story – stories from our past…the unseen chain of moments, choices, losses, and desires that 

set everything in motion. When you are writing, you explore those hidden beginnings, the 

quiet conversations before conflict, the small acts of courage before the legend, and the 

ordinary lives that give rise to extraordinary events. 

 

As I think back on my own life before I became an ‘official’ book author, I think that every 

ending starts long before the first page, and how the past lingers beneath every tale we tell. 

Long before I became a writer, I was a collector of stories. I grew up listening to the 

conversations, struggles, and dreams of the people around me, fascinated by the journeys 

that shaped who they became. Over the years, I found myself drawn to the stories that 

existed beneath the surface, the forgotten memories, the defining moments and the choices 

that changed lives forever. 

 

The books I read opened doors to new words and new worlds. But it was real life – with its 

triumphs, heartbreaks, and unexpected turns that taught me the power of storytelling. 

 

Before we write our stories, we are shaped by the stories behind our written tales. I have 

found that writing has become my way of preserving those experiences and exploring the 

connections between past and present. 

 

Some of my own stories were born from that curiosity. They are inspired by the belief that 

every person carries a history worth telling, the moments that shaped us, guided us and have 

become a part of the words that I, as a writer, share today. 

 

Resilience > Reinvention > Survival 

 

Life has a way of testing our strength through the actions of others. We experience betrayal, 

mistreatment, manipulation, unfair treatment and abuse. It takes Resilience to hold on and 

keep going. Resilience is not the absence of pain. It is the decision to keep moving despite it. 

Recovery begins when we acknowledge what happened without allowing it to define who we 

are. It requires courage to set healthy boundaries, seek support and recognize that another 

person’s actions do not determine our value. Our identities as both people and writers 

continue to evolve. 

 

Reinvention is an act of authorship. It means refusing to let making a mistake define an 

entire future. It means understanding that identity is not a prison sentence written by past 



mistakes. We, as human beings, are unfinished stories. We are constantly Revised by 

experience. And so we write about them, perhaps changing the characters, perhaps changing 

the exact story. Some Reinventions can be dramatic. Some Reinventions are small and 

private. Quiet Reinventions matter just as much as public ones.  

 

The challenge is that Reinvention requires patience. Growth rarely arrives in a cinematic 

burst of transformation. More often, it arrives through Repetition. One decision at a time. One 

morning at a time. Writing one story at a time. 

 

Survival and Resilience teach endurance. Reinvention teaches consistency. 

 

People often ask writers, “Where do your stories come from?” But they rarely ask us what it 

cost to carry those words until they break free. 

 

Our life experiences usually contain some setbacks. Every setback (or failure) creates growth 

because every one of them teaches a lesson. The journey from hurt to healing is a great 

plot for stories. What once felt like a source of weakness can become a source of wisdom, 

empathy and personal growth. While abuse and betrayal may leave their mark, they do not 

have to determine the rest of our story. 

 

And you have to be strong in all of those things in order to be a successful writer. You had to 

experience gain, pain, refrain, and train yourself to take your life stories and believe that you 

could make something better of your life and career. 

 

Many of us have experienced Resilience and Recovery or Survival, and sometimes we 

need to Reinvent ourselves, rebuilding things like Trust after hurt and abuse.  

 

I know this all too well. My parents at one time, basically stole money from me, and acted as if 

it were all right because I was under age, having earned a huge amount of money as one of 

the top five models in the world, working from the age of 12 through 17. And then, much later 

on, my second husband (who should not have been my husband) married me for my money 

when I was an ad agency owner. He had become abusive, and so, knowing my own value, I 

threw him out of both our home and my business. He managed to empty out all of the bank 

accounts and disappear. It took me a long time to learn to Trust again after both of those life 

changing events. Now that I look back on it, it was the Power of Resilience that got me 

through. 

 

Through it all is our Resilience, that battle to keep going, keep writing. And perhaps the first 

truth every author must confront is the battles we face finding the right words. Our battle is 

rarely against the blank page, but against our ‘selves’. We need to learn more, accept 

judgment, learn humility and how to face setbacks, otherwise known as failures. 

 



So, let’s talk more about this thing called Resilience, one of the most important qualities an 

author can possess. Not talent. Not intelligence. Not creativity. Not even technical skill. 

 

Resilience Defined 

 

I want to share with you about what resilience really is for us as writers. 

When people imagine writers, they often picture inspiration. They imagine someone sitting by 

a window, ideas flowing effortlessly onto the page, creating beautiful stories, powerful essays, 

or groundbreaking books. The reality is often very different. Writing is not merely an act of 

creativity; it is an act of Endurance. Behind every finished manuscript is a long journey filled 

with uncertainty, setbacks, revisions, criticism, self-doubt, and persistence. 

Resilience is what allows an author to continue that journey. 

The truth is that every author, regardless of experience or success, encounters obstacles. 

The first obstacle is often that challenge of the blank page itself. Ideas rarely arrive fully 

formed. A writer may know what they want to say but struggle to find the right words. They 

may spend hours producing only a few paragraphs. They may question whether the story is 

worth telling or whether they are capable of telling it well. 

Resilience is what enables an author to keep writing despite that uncertainty. And, believe 

me, it can be very hard to do that. 

Many aspiring writers begin projects with enthusiasm. The idea is exciting. The possibilities 

seem endless. But eventually the excitement fades, and the work begins. Characters become 

difficult to develop. Plots become tangled. Research becomes overwhelming. Progress slows. 

At this stage, many projects are abandoned. But if you stay with it, that enthusiasm, that 

excitement, that joy, can be the most amazing experiences you can have. 

Resilience Means Staying… 

Resilience means continuing when Motivation disappears. 

This is an important distinction. Motivation is temporary. Resilience is enduring. 

Motivation may bring a writer to the desk, but Resilience keeps them there when the work 

becomes challenging. It is the ability to move forward even when inspiration is absent. It is the 

Commitment to finish what has been started. 

Another reason Resilience is essential is that writing is deeply personal. Authors invest their 

thoughts, emotions, experiences, and imagination into their work. As a result, criticism can 

feel intensely personal. A review may dismiss months or years of effort in a few sentences. A 

manuscript may be rejected by publishers. An article may be declined by editors. Readers 

may misunderstand the author's intentions. 

These experiences can be painful. 



Yet every accomplished author has faced rejection. Rejection is not evidence of failure; it is 

evidence of Participation. It means the author is putting their work into the world. Resilience 

allows writers to learn from criticism without being defined by it. It allows them to separate 

their value as individuals from the reception of a particular piece of work. 

An author who lacks Resilience may interpret rejection as a signal to stop writing. A Resilient 

Author interprets it as part of the process. 

Resilience also plays a critical role in Revision. 

Many people think writing consists of creating a first draft. In reality, some of the most 

important writing happens afterward. First drafts are often messy, incomplete, and imperfect. 

Authors may discover plot holes, weak arguments, inconsistent characters, or unclear 

passages. Entire chapters may need to be rewritten. Scenes that took weeks to create may 

need to be removed. 

This can be discouraging. 

Imagine spending months crafting a section of a book only to realize it does not serve the 

story. The Resilient Author has the courage to make difficult decisions. They understand that 

improvement often requires sacrifice. They recognize that revision is not evidence of failure 

but a path toward excellence. 

Resilience allows authors to embrace the uncomfortable truth that great writing is usually 

rewritten writing. 

Furthermore, Resilience is necessary because growth as a writer is gradual. Improvement 

rarely occurs overnight. Skills develop through repetition, practice, study, and experience. 

Authors often spend years refining their craft. During this time, progress can feel invisible. 

As a writer, you may compare yourself to established authors and feel inadequate. You may 

wonder why your work does not yet reach the level you admire. You may become frustrated 

by the gap between your vision and your current abilities. Stop comparing yourself to others, it 

will not serve you as a writer. You are a storyteller, unique with your own tales to tell. You are  

not them. They are not you. 

Resilience helps bridge that gap. 

It encourages you to be patient. It reminds you as an author that mastery is not achieved 

instantly. Every page written contributes to growth. Every mistake teaches a lesson. Every 

completed project builds experience. The Resilient Writer understands that development is a 

long-term investment. 

Resilience is also important because the writers’ life often contains uncertainty. 



Many authors balance writing with careers, family responsibilities, education, financial 

pressures, and countless other commitments. Time can be scarce. Energy can be limited. 

Progress may occur in small increments rather than dramatic leaps. 

A writer may only have thirty minutes each day to work on a manuscript. They may 

experience interruptions, setbacks, or periods when life becomes overwhelming. 

Resilience is what helps them return, and keeps them returning. 

Perhaps they miss a week of writing. Perhaps they miss a month. A Resilient Author does 

not conclude that the project is lost. Instead, they begin again. They understand that 

consistency is not perfection. The goal is not to avoid interruptions entirely but to continue 

moving forward despite them. 

In many ways, Resilience is the art of returning. 

Returning to the page after disappointment. 

Returning to the manuscript after frustration. 

Returning to the craft after criticism. 

Returning to the dream after setbacks. 

Another aspect of Resilience involves emotional courage. Authors often explore complex 

themes, difficult experiences, and vulnerable truths. Whether writing fiction, memoir, poetry, 

journalism, or essays, they may confront topics that challenge them emotionally. 

Writing honestly requires bravery. 

There are moments when you as an author must choose between comfort and authenticity. 

Authentic writing often demands vulnerability. It requires the willingness to examine 

uncertainty, conflict, fear, loss, hope, and human complexity. 

Resilience provides the strength needed to engage with these challenges rather than avoid 

them. 

It is also important to understand that Resilience does not mean never struggling. It does not 

mean pretending to be confident at all times. It does not mean ignoring disappointment or 

suppressing emotion. 

True Resilience acknowledges difficulty. 

A Resilient Author may experience doubt. They may feel discouraged. They may encounter 

failure. What distinguishes them is not the absence of these experiences but their response to 

them. 

They continue learning. 



They continue adapting. 

They continue creating. 

They continue believing that their voice matters. 

The Resilient Author 

Developing Resilience involves several practical habits. 

First, you as a writer must cultivate discipline. Writing regularly builds momentum and 

reinforces commitment. Waiting exclusively for inspiration can lead to inconsistency, while 

disciplined practice creates progress. 

Second, you should develop a growth mindset. Instead of viewing mistakes as evidence of 

inadequacy, you can view them as opportunities for improvement. Every draft becomes a 

learning experience. 

Third, you benefit from building supportive communities. Fellow writers, mentors, editors, and 

trusted readers can provide encouragement, feedback, and perspective during difficult 

periods. 

Fourth, as a writer, you should learn to separate outcomes from identity. A rejected 

manuscript is not a rejected person. A critical review is not a judgment on an author's worth. 

Maintaining this distinction protects both confidence and creativity. 

Fifth, you should celebrate progress rather than perfection. Finishing a chapter, completing a 

draft, revising a scene, or establishing a writing routine are meaningful accomplishments. 

Small victories accumulate into significant achievements over time. 

Perhaps most importantly, Resilient Authors maintain a sense of purpose. 

They remember why they began writing. 

Some write to tell stories. 

Some write to educate. 

Some write to inspire. 

Some write to preserve memories. 

Some write to explore ideas. 

Some write because they simply cannot imagine not writing. 

Purpose becomes an anchor during difficult times. It provides direction when success feels 

distant and uncertainty feels overwhelming. 



History demonstrates that many celebrated authors experienced remarkable challenges 

before achieving recognition. Numerous manuscripts were rejected. Countless drafts were 

rewritten. Many writers endured years of obscurity before finding an audience. Their eventual 

success was not solely the result of talent. It was also the result of Persistence. 

They continued when others would have stopped. 

They believed in the value of their work even when validation was absent. 

They practiced Resilience. 

As we reflect on the role of Resilience in an author's life, we begin to see that writing is not 

merely the production of words. It is a continual act of Perseverance. Every completed book 

represents hundreds or thousands of decisions to continue despite obstacles. 

The Resilient Author understands that setbacks are temporary, criticism is survivable, 

improvement is possible, and meaningful work often requires sustained effort. 

Resilience transforms obstacles into lessons. 

It transforms rejection into experience. 

It transforms doubt into determination. 

And ultimately, it transforms unfinished ideas into finished works that can inform, entertain, 

inspire, and change lives. 

So to every author, aspiring or experienced, remember this: 

Your journey will not always be easy. 

There will be moments of frustration, uncertainty, and disappointment. 

There will be drafts that fail, submissions that are rejected, and days when progress feels 

impossible. 

But if you cultivate Resilience—if you continue showing up, continue learning, continue 

revising, and continue believing in the value of your voice—you give yourself the opportunity 

to create work that endures. 

Resilience is not simply a useful quality for authors. 

It is one of the foundations upon which lasting writing careers are built. So, writers, keep 

writing! Keep building!! 

 



 

International Award-Winning Author Marilyn Wright Dayton is a lifelong writer whose dynamic 

career has spanned advertising, marketing, media, entrepreneurship, and consulting. She has worked 

as a creative director, ad agency owner, TV and radio host/producer, fashion model, newspaper 

reporter, columnist, and business consultant. After “retiring” at 73, Marilyn turned her passion for 

mystery novels into a prolific writing career. 

She is the author of multiple fiction and nonfiction works, including The Hightower Murder Mystery 

Series, The Guy Davis Murder Mystery Series, Beyond, The Hollow Soul, The Other Side of Her 

Mountain, Our Roots Run Deep, and Reflexions, a book based on her life. She also co-authored the 

anthology WOmenopause and updated an historical tribute honoring influential women of Rochester, 

NY. A lover of trivia and storytelling, Marilyn also created Sizzle & Spice TRIVIA and her Creative Writing 

Made Easy workbook course for aspiring authors. By the end of 2026, Marilyn will have published 18 

books, with several more already in development across fiction and nonfiction genres. 

 


